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Ready to make a deal—age three, in 1947.



90 / Rugs to Riches

D A\

Bonnie Jean Vetterick at age two, 1950.
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The Henson kids—myself (on left), Melba and Bennie—July 27, 1951.
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Henson’s FunValley Resort,
South Fork, Colorado,
1966.

Private 1st Class
Henson, Fort Hood,
Texas, 1966.

I was an ambulance
driver in the U.S. Army.
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Asove: Old
West Hotel in
Del Norte,
Colorado,1970.
Lert: Gambler
“Amarillo Slim”
(on left) and actor
Alberto Bosco,
OldWest Hotel,
1970.



94 / Rugs to Riches

My dad, Mack Henson, while making a movie in LasVegas, Nevada, 1985.
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My mother and dad, Jean and Mack Henson, 1993.
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INDIAN RUGS

y L

LerT: The brochure Mauricio introduced
in 1975 showed Mexican rugs being
made on upright looms.We changed our
advertising to correctly show Mexican
rugs being made on horizontal looms as
pictured above.

M. Sarvics (18] B S48 BeLow: Our first postcard/invitation
advertising hotel rug shows was black
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and white, 1976.
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Our first color postcard. This is a typical front and back design of some of the
thousands of postcards we mailed out promoting hundreds of “on the road”
hotel shows we did from 1974 through 1981.
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Ad for a hotel show in Guatemala City, Guatemala, 1977.
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placed during the late *70s.
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ABovEe: More road shows,
1978 and 1979.

RicHT: Bonnie at

a Kansas City

road show.




100 / Rugs to Riches

ABoVE: Bonnie in
our Navajo Rug

Gallery, Scottsdale,
Arizona.

LerT: We used this
same photo in the

newspaper ad that
we ran in the

Phoenix Gazette,
1980.
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ABovE: Bonnie and me with Ben
Johnson, movie actor and star of many
Westerns, at the El Paso Saddleblanket
showroom in Scottsdale, Arizona, 1980.
RicHT: Red Skelton made this sketch
for Bonnie while visiting our gold jewelry
showroom in Scottsdale.

BeLow: Steve McQueen bought rugs from
us while filming in Old Tucson, 1978.
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El Paso Saddleblanket S M""""’““_"‘_‘_‘f .
Company’s Alameda Street
warehouse, El Paso, Texas.

By the time we set up this
warehouse in 1984 we were
solidly in the cowhide business,
importing twenty percent of
Brazil’s hair-on hides.
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We mailed tens of thousands of postcards in English and Spanish in the early
"80s promoting our Alameda Street wholesale warehouse in EI Paso. It was an
exciting growth period for us.
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Buying our first container of cowhides at the tannery with Herman Lorsche,
our agent, Brazil, 1982. Herman passed away in 2000.
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ABove: In 1988 we
traded for this house on
Pennsylvania Circle in

El Paso, Texas.

RigHT: Bonnie and me
at an Americana
Museum art show,

El Paso, Texas, 1988.
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Asove: | loaned one of my old
Cadillacs to members of the
Texas Tornados in 1989.

(Left to right) Flaco Jiménez,
Augie Meyer, Doug Sahm,
and Freddy Fender.

RigHT: Freddy Fender joking
with me about the

Cadillac breakdown.

LEFT: Pete
Duarte, El
Paso medicine
man and
shaman (on
left), myself,
and Billy
Gibbons of
ZZTop.
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Tor: Me with wallabies
(kangaroos) in Australia.
ABovVE: Bonnie and me
in Sweden, 1988.
LerT: Bonnie and me
in Milan, Italy, while
attending Feria Milano,
1990.
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Agove: Bonnie and me with a rug exporter and
his family on a business trip to Morroco in 1991.
RicHT: NewYork City, June 18, 1987.
BeLow: Guatemala, 1992.

5
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ABove: Bonnie.
LerT: Bonnie and
me at a Samba show.
Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, 1981.
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Election night victory party, November, 1990. (Left to right) Joe Rosson,
Senator Peggy Rosson, myself and Bonnie.

Our 1957 “Campaign Cadillac” that we used in Senator Rosson’s 1990
campaign.
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El Paso Saddleblanket donated the “Casey Tibbs™ rug at this huge Beverly Hills
fundraiser in 1983, attended by many Hollywood celebrities. Among those pictured
are Wilford Brimley (on far left), Casey Tibbs (fourth from left), Ben Johnson
(sixth from left), Denver Pyle (third from right),and Bonnie and me (far right).

Relaxing in my El Paso office, 1991.
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Asove: Congressman Ron
Coleman, Secretary of the
Treasury Lloyd Bentsen and
myself, 1992.

LerFT: | met the great-great-
great-grandson of Christopher
Columbus at EI Paso’s 500
year celebration, 1992.
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El Paso Saddleblanket Company’s downtown warehouse
and retail outlet, EI Paso, Texas 1993.




Scrapbook / 113

Bonnie and me in El Paso Saddleblanket Company’s downtown rug showroom.



RancHo EL Cip, SANTA ISABEL,
CHIHUAHUA, MEXICO

Asove: View of factory buildings, Rancho EI Cid, 1998.
INSeT: Bonnie and me, out for a ride at Rancho El Cid, 1993.
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ABove: Some of the
one hundred looms at
Rancho El Cid,1996.
LeFT: A weaver at
Rancho EI Cid making
a saddleblanket, 1995.
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Asove: Pouring for cast iron stars at Ranch EI Cid foundry. BeLow: Nick
Miller, EI Paso Channel 9 News Anchor, interviewing a foundry worker for his
weekly “On the Road” special interest segment. Rancho El Cid, 1996.
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ABOVE & RIGHT:
Mexican-style rodeo at
Rancho El Cid, 1996.

BeLow: Horseracing,
Rancho El Cid, 1995.
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LerT: We attended a
reception given in our
honor by the
Mexican government
for our helping to
promote economic
development.
Chihuahua City,
Mexico, 1997.

We sponsored the West Texas Futurity and presented awards in 1999. Also
shown in photo are Hector Holguin (second from left), famous computer pioneer
with his wife, Rosario (third from left) and the horse owners, trainer and jockey.
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ABovE: Bonnie and me with
our dogs on the balcony of our
home in El Paso, Texas.
LerT: Our house guest

Billie Sol Estes, April,
2000...the legendary Texas
wheeler-dealer/convicted
swindler. Many people in
Texas revere him as a

folk hero.
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*“Life is good, 1996!”” Bonnie and me at home standing in front of our, now
famous, 1955 pink Cadillac.
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Posing with “Kaw-Liga” the wooden Indian in our El Paso Saddleblanket
showroom, 1999.

This upright handweaving loom is the type used to make big rugs for EI Paso
Saddleblanket Company, Delhi, India, 2000.
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Fishing on the Rio Grande near Hillshoro, New Mexico, 2004.
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THE New EL Paso SADDLEBLANKET WORLD
HeEADQUARTERS, EL Paso, TExas, 2006
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El Paso Saddleblanket World Headquarters rug showroom, 2006.
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El Paso
Saddleblanket
World Headquarters
showrooms,

2007.
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Kinky Friedman book signing at El Paso Saddleblanket World Headquarters,
August 21, 2006.
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Asove: Full page ad that
appeared in color in Texas
Monthly Magazine, Fall
2007.RiGHT: We teamedup | =
with the Tigua Pueblo Indians
and had a very successful Indian
Market at EI Paso Saddle-

blanket on October 6, 2007.




